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Selena


Hi, my name is Selena LeBlanc and I come to CINOH with a wealth of personal life experience being that I too was a teen mother.  I had my first child during my freshman year in high school and obtained my high school diploma and graduated on time with the rest of my classmates.


 


After high school, I went to Foothill College and committed my energies to issues of economic and social justice which included living in France and traveling to Germany, Belgium, Italy, Sicily, Prague, Hungary, Switzerland, Austria and Canada. I eventually transferred to UC Davis and researched in Trinidad and Tobago on culture, performance and society, under the direction of professor John Steward.  I graduated from UC Davis with a Bachelors degree in Sociology with an emphasis in law and society. I minored in communications. 





My previous work has allowed me to develop more comprehensively on how socio-demographic, economic factors and communication influence the lives of oppressed populations and eventually affect their psychological well being. This led me to attend St. Mary’s college for a Masters degree in Marriage and Family Therapy. 





I owe many of my accomplishment to having wonderful mentors with well balanced families and successful careers. I know that sometimes a little guidance and a helping hand can come in handy when being a teen mother, which is why I dedicate my time and energy as a Case Manager assisting clients at CINOH. (


Calendar of Events


mothers day event			


During the month of May.  Date and time to be determined.


Homeless youth awareness month


During the month of November.  Date and time to be determined.
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Welcome to our very first newsletter!


Who are we?


By Cornelia Spencer


Children In Need of Hugs


We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that have been providing services to homeless teenage mothers and their children in Solano County, California since 2000.  We are funded by the Department of Health and Social Services, Administration for Children and Families. Since then we have been providing supportive services to homeless teenage mothers and their children in Solano County, California.  Our founder, Lorraine Hargrave, who was a homeless teenage mother, continues to have visions to support all homeless youth in Solano County.  





Volunteers Are Needed


Do you have a passion for helping and serving the homeless youth right here in our community? Can you spare about 10 hours per month for those less fortunate?  If so, we have a position for you.  Currently we are seeking dedicated individuals to be members of the following groups:


Board of Directors


Nutritionist


Homeless Youth Advisory Group 


Fundraiser Committee





For more information please call 707-428-3912 or (toll free) 1-866-4-Teen-Mom or you may also fill out an interest form at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cinoh.org" �www.cinoh.org�.


Fundraisers  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cinoh.org/catalog/c5_p1.html" �Sponsor Our Annual Mother's Day Event ��During the month of May we sponsor an Annual Mother's Day Event in which our�young mothers are celebrated for their accomplishments.  We also award our community partners, staff members, volunteers as well as acknowledge our donors and sponsors. Last year our Event was held at the Hilton Garden Inn, Fairfield.


Currently we are in need of donations for gifts, giveaways, food and stipends for our young mothers.   We are also in need of sponsors to make this a successful and memorable event for our young mothers.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cinoh.org/catalog/c13_p1.html" �Wish List Donations��We appreciate ALL of your donations, but there are some donations we need more than others. Here is our current Wish List:


Sheets


Comforters


Towels





Meet Our Staff


Kelly


Hi my name is Kelly Dixon and I am a part-time evening case manager and I feel very privileged to be able to work with these young ladies.  I truly enjoy providing assistance 














and encouragement to help these ladies become productive members of society and responsible mothers.  I love working with the youth!  I work with them in several different capacities.  I am a state certified substance abuse counselor in which I provide counseling for adolescents that have substance abuse issues or anger problems, that is my daytime job.  I also work with the youth in my church. I am a youth leader and have been serving in that capacity for 7 years.  I chose to work with the youth because I didn’t feel that as a youth I received the encouragement and guidance that would have helped me make some better choices in my life.  I love the jobs that I do and appreciate the opportunity that CINOH provides for these young mothers.   





Maria


 Hello, my name is Maria Freagoza.  I have been working in the Human Services field for about 6 years, providing supportive and referral services to the elderly population and survivors of sexual assault and/or domestic violence.  I am very excited to be pursuing my interest and passion in the Human Services field, with a primary focus and desire to assist pregnant and/or parenting young mothers in becoming self-sufficient while sustaining a healthy well-being.  I am truly honored, proud and ecstatic to be a part of the CINOH family. 


Cornelia


Hi, I am Cornelia Spencer and I am the program director here at C.I.N.O.H. I have worked in the counseling and mentoring field for about 12 years.  I started in this field by mentoring adolescent girls and teen mothers around 1998. It was at an awards banquet honoring mentors when I was encouraged to go back to school and earn a degree in psychology. That is what started my journey into higher education.  Since then I have earned my BA in Psychology, an MA in Counseling Psychology, and I am currently near the end of my doctorate program in Counseling Psychology in Education. My passion in life is truly to be an inspiration to my children and to the young mothers that I come in contact with.  After all, if this teen mother can do it, so can they. 








Our Founder/CEO/Executive Director


By Lorraine Hargrave


I have been a foster parent in Solano County for ten years.  During this time I noticed the lack of programs for our children especially the teenagers. I am currently a public safety dispatcher (911) and have been in this role for twenty-one years.  It is in this job that I realized that we receive numerous calls about our troubled teens. I have also noticed the lack of free programs for our children to participate in to keep them occupied. When you are a parent of a large family sometimes it is not feasible to place your children in certain activities. I am speaking from experience as my family consist of my six children ages twenty eight, twenty three, twenty, nineteen, ten and six. My Grandchildren are seven, four, one, five months and four months.  


I am the product of such assistance having started out in motherhood at the young age of fifteen, placed in a group home at the age of sixteen and a victim of domestic violence from the age of sixteen to twenty. I sought guidance and counseling to assist me in dealing with the challenges of life. 


It is my vision for Children In Need Of Hugs to provide the teen mothers referred to us with the same caliber of support and guidance I received when I was in need.  It is my commitment to them as well as to myself to go beyond that by assisting them in entering the work force through education while also providing them with a safe and stable residence in which to live.   It is also within my sight to provide a mentorship for teen fathers, counseling for family reunification and supply transitional housing after graduation from our programs. 


The foundation I will provide to my clients will enable them to compete equally in the job market, and become an active and productive member of the workforce of today. 


I have had the privilege to be able to view the situation from both sides, and therefore I have a unique perspective. I not only know what they need before they do, but I know how to deliver it to them in a manner that they can both accept and assimilate. 


I have amassed many contacts that can offer assistance, referrals, and support should the need arise. My staff and I are dedicated to our mission statement and we all believe in what we are here to do.(


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cinoh.org/id33.html" \t "_self" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cinoh.org/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/webassets/.pond/SOPLOGO.jpg.w300h263.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����











Quote Of The Month –


Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase. 


Martin Luther King, Jr.





�











Newsletter   2

